signed with the initials of Rudolf Hess, the quiet, sphinx-
like deputy of Adolf Hitler, Actually this plan had been
known of for some while, because the German is famous
for his loud secrets. The natural jealousies and the constant
friction in any revolutionary movement always allow of
whispers creeping around in the circles of the initiated
The raid on the Committee of Seven offices merely con*
firmed what von Papen and Schuschnigg had known for
several days.
The plan in brief was to stage a riot before the door of
the German Embassy at a moment when von Papen was
either entering or leaving, and a trusted member of the
S.S, Standarte 89, dressed in the uniform of the Iron
Legion (Eiserne Brigade) would fire the shot which was
to kill the Ambassador. The blame was to be fixed on a
renegade Nazi, Walter Leubuscher} who had returned to
Austria from Germany where he had served in the Austrian
Legion, Naturally the murder would cause world attention
and great indignation in the Reich, whose Government
would be in the position of imposing crushing terms on
Schuschnigg,
The plot was discovered, Hitler and Hess were dis-
credited and von Papen, although in fear of his life, had
to prevent the publication of the story,
He went to Schuschnigg in a state of real agitation and
disclosed his information from Germany, but described
the would-be assassin as a member of the Iron Legion.
He demanded protection from the Austrian Government
as the representative of the Reich. This is the only occasion
in von Papen's political history in which he kept his head.
With the knowledge that his life was seriously to be
attempted, he turned the danger to the benefit of the
German case. An Austrian had planned to murder him.
With their ears to the ground, the local Nazis played up
to the Ambassador, for they knew that was the only way
out temporarily. They denounced the renegade Leubuscher
to the Vienna police, who arrested him on suspicion of
preparing to make an attempt on the life of von Papen.
Because of this discovery, the Austrian Nazis refrained
from staging the huge demonstration planned for the fifth
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